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April 17th 1966 


Dear Sheikh Qassem, 


Thank you for your kind letter of April 17th, | very much enjoyed my short visit to 
Qatar. 3 


The reason | came to Qatar was that | wanted, on behalf of the International 
Conservation authorities, to see your captive herd of Arabian Oryx. | was sorry that | was not 
abie to see your personally because | would very much have liked to have talked to you about 
future plans for the conservation of this unique species. As you are no doubt aware, there is 
‘some concern in International Conservation headquarters that the Arabian Oryx will soon 
_. become extinct in the wild state. The best hope of saving this species is to establish captive 
breeding herds in suitable places, and | was most impressed by the sight of your very healthy 
and triving herd at your farm. The International Conservation authorities have a captive herd 
of Arabian Orxy in America which is breeding quite well but unfortunately all 5 of the calves so 
far born have been male? Your herd is therefore of the greatest importance as an insurance 
for the future survival of the species. 


| wonder if | might make, with respect, some suggestions for the future. Firstly, with 
regard to your captive herd, | am sure that you will agree that before very long you will have to 
build another enclosure. In my opinion the maximum number of Orxy that you can safely 
maintain in the present enclosure is about 15. Increased numbers will result in fighting, social 
tension and maybe a decline in breeding success. You will be glad to hear that a dung 
sample which | took from the Oryx on your farm was completely free of parasites. This is good 
hewss because internal parasites could be a serious problem in an intensively kept captive 
herd. Secondly, | would like to be permitted to advise you on the safe transport of Oryx in 
motor vehicle when you have captured them a long way from home in the desert. | have 
found from personal experience that the only way to ensure a high survival rate is allow each 
animal to be transported in individual wooden crate. Thus each animal has a safe refuge and 
does not have to bear the very frightening experience of being tied up. there are also certain 
drugs and medicines which can be give by injection to counteract the effects of the show of 
capture and which | have found to be very useful for saving the lives of newly captured Oryx. 


| wonder if | might be permitted to visit you in Qatar later in the year and perhaps 
accompany you on an Oryx hunt in the Rub Al Khali. | am certain that | could help you to 
capture and transport some Oryx safely back to your farm. 


| am also extremely interested in hunting with falcons, a sport in which you are expert. 


| am sure that you will understand from this letter that the International Conservation 
authorities consider your very fine captive herd of Arabian Oryx to be the greatest importance 
for the future survival of this vanishing species and that they are prepared to render you 
every possible assistance. 


Please accept my best wishes and highest regards. 
Yours sincerely, 
Fauna Preservation Society Michael Woodword 


Sheikh Qassem Bin Hamad Althani, Veterinary Advisor, 
Qatar Minister of Education 
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Rome, 27-3-1964 


Sheikh Jassem Bin Hamed Al Thani 
Minister of Education 

Qatar 

Arabian Gulf 


My dear Sheikh Jassem, 


Your move to save the Oryx from extinction by needless slaughter is 
‘indeed a commendable purpose. | 


Too many of us in these times have forgotten that hunting originated as a 
means of feeding one's family, then became a sport of the ruling classes, but 
with spears or bows and arrow where the animals had a reasonable chance. 
With todays highpowered rifles most of the sport has gone. 


Having a rifle with you in many parts of the world is a conforting feeling, 
but, to me, the real sport is with a camera. | have seen people make a three 
weeks trip to Africa and return with eighty heads to display as MOP ee: Very 
similar in many respects to a large slaughter house. 


Although | know much of the Arabian Gulf area, | have never had the 
opportunity of visiting Qatar. If | am ever fortunate enough to get there, | would 
very much like to see your reserve or breeding farm, and see the Oryx and 
gazelies in their natural habitat, and more or less unafraid of human beings. 


My best wishes for the success of your reservation scheme. 


Yours very truly, 
M. M. BRANTLY 


M.M.B./wf 
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